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nal circumstances, can confine or keep down.
occasional depressions seem to give new vigour to this
elastic power. For instance his late defeat. So far
from disheartening, it has been positively exhiloratittg-
In its effects. He began'to weary of the measures pur-
sued in the last campaign, it closed, to be sure, in his
defeat, but its termination freed him from weights and
shackles, which had connections or duties, and like the
Lyon, breaking the net, in which he had been entangled,
he shakes from him all petty encumbrances and rises in
all the majesty of intellectual power and invigorated
resolution. He is a very great man. I have seen him,
this winter, as a man, not a politician or stateman, but
studied him, undisguised from any of the trappings of
official form and conventional respect. Certainly, one
of the most interesting days I have ever passed, was
last Sunday. He and Mrs. Clay passed it with us. We
had no other company to dinner, and I am certain he
enjoyed being thus alone with a family he had known
for 18 years, and feeling the triumph of personal regard,
over the respect paid to office. He knew that for the
last 8 years Mr. Smith had been his political opponent,
and felt pleased with finding himself treated with the
cordiality of friendship, in such circumstances. Whether
it was this, or any other cause, I know not, but whatever
the cause might be, the effect was to produce an openness,
communicativeness, an affectionateness and warmth and
kindness which were irresistibly captivating. We lin-
gered long round the dinner table. He and Mr. S.
conversed on past times and characters, long since passed
from the scene of action. In the afternoon and evening,
GenL McComb, Mr. Ward, Mr. Lyon (another domes-
ticated beau) and several other gentlemen came in and
until past 10 oclock at night the conversation flowed IB In 1831 he be-
